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FIRM AND SHELTERING STRUCTURE OF ISLAMIC FAMILY
LIFE

1stPillar: Home and Encouragement

2nd Pillar: Eros and Children
3rd Pillar; Sympathetic Virtues
4th Pillar: Refuge

An ever valid and never outgrowing aspect of Islamic family
life is, however, that the strength of all the four pillars is made
up by the system. And it must not be forgotten, that the bene-
fits of family life are extended not only to blood relations but
encompass also the world-wide family of Muslims, the Islamic

brotherhood.

With compliments to:-

THE ISLAMIC FOUNDATION
223 London Road,

Lelcester LE2 1ZE

United Kingdom

Tel: (0533) 700725



believe that these laws and social regulations regarding women
contain certain fundamental truths which will benefit whoever
applies them. The present time of widespread rethinking of the
role and rights of women is perhaps the appropriate time to
look with fresh eyes at the Islamic point of view, which has
contributed to the formation of stable societies in both sophis-
ticated and underdeveloped peoples in vast areas of the world
over the past fourteen centuries, which has retained the con-
tinuity of its principles, and from which the Western world may

have something to learn.

FAMILY LIFE IN ISLAM

Fatima Heeren

In a time when values tend to be turned upside down, family
life as the very heart of society was attacked just as much as
many other handed-down traditions. About ten years ago,
when it became fashionable for young torch-bearers of “Modern-
ism" to live in "communities’’, share sex and children and
earnings, many people feared that this might mean the end of
family life. Fortunately, this is not so. In the end, the over-
whelming majority of young women still dream of having a
wedding ring cn their finger, living in a comfortable flat as
“Mrs. So-and-so" and bringing up their children in an orderly
home, just as young men prefer to introduce "her" with the
words “This is my wife'' instead of “‘this is my mate or comrade"'.
Neither Socialism nor any other "isms' were able to uproot
what has been implanted into human nature from time im-

memorial.

If dangers for family and particularly matrimonial life could be
overcome successfully in the West, they were the more unable
to gain ground in the Muslim World. There, family life with all
its aspects concerning not only husband, wife and children,
but all other relatives too, is so firmly established by tradition
as well as by religious law that it could not be affected seriously.



WOMAN IN ISLAM

B. Aisha Lemu

The Muslim woman is accorded full spiritual and intellectual
equality with man, and is encouraged to practice her religion
and develop her intellectual faculties throughout her life. In her
relations with men both are to observe modesty of behaviour
and dress and a strict code of morality which discourages
unnecessary mixing of the sexes. Her relations with her husband
should be based on mutual love and compassion. He is respon-

sible for the maintenance of the wife and children, and she is
to give him the respect due to the head of the family. She is
responsible for the care of the home and the children’s early

training. She may own her own property, run her own business
and inherit in her own right.

She may not be married without being consulted and is able
to obtain divorce. The system of limited polygamy can be seen
to have its uses which may be in the interests of women as well
as men. Finally she can look forward to an old age in which she
is respected and shown every care by her children and by the
society as a whole.

It would appear therefore that the Islamic system has achieved
the right mixture of freedom and security that women seek and
that is in the interests of the society as a whole. As | mentioned
at the start of this paper, | have given the relevant quotations
directly from the Qur'an and hadith since these are obviously
the most authentic sources. If at different times and in different
places these principles and laws have sometimes been distorted,
ignored or flouted, it is not the principles and laws which are at
fault, but man's selfishness which sometimes leads them to
distort, ignore and flout what they do not like, and turn aside
from the truth.

Fortunately no one has changed or can change the words
of the Qur'an, and the regulations for the protection of women
which were revealed in the 7th century can be easily verified
by anyone in the 20th century, as we have just been doing. |
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